16 Cexkuusi V. JKOHOMHKA, OPraHU3alMs NPOU3BOJACTBA U YIIPpaBJIeHHE

and technical support to accommodate modern service industries or digital economy
sectors. This situation resonates with North’s “institutional obstacles” theory and reflects
the constraints of “insufficient factor conditions” on regional competitive advantage
as emphasized by Porter [3, 4]. Although the digital economy offers an important
opportunity to address rural development difficulties, the necessary elements of networks,
data, and talent have not been effectively gathered in most rural areas, creating a “digital
divide” that further widens the “resource-industry-talent” gap between urban and rural
areas.

Based on the analysis of China’s rural demographic shifts, urban-rural disparities, and
regional imbalances, we propose the following recommendations to improve rural
socioeconomic conditions: First, innovate rural public service delivery through digital
means to enhance accessibility and quality in education and healthcare. Second, establish
long-term incentives for talent, capital, and technology to flow into rural areas, addressing
the challenges of “youth hollowing” and “talent deficits”. Third, develop characteristic
industries based on local resource endowments, breaking the previously mentioned
industrial homogeneity. Fourth, strengthen rural digital infrastructure to bridge the “digital
divide” and foster new digital economic models. Finally, improve rural social security
systems to tackle aging challenges and provide reliable safety nets for rural residents.

China’s rural development path offers valuable insights for developing countries.
While learning from China’s rural revitalization strategies, nations should adapt policies to
their own contexts and avoid excessive urbanization, which risks population decline, labor
outflow, and economic stagnation. Through systemic reform and innovation, countries can
explore urban-rural integration pathways suited to their development stage, ensuring
economic growth while promoting social equity and sustainable rural development.
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Food security is a critical issue worldwide. In Ghana, food security plays a vital role in

economic development, public health, and overall stability. The country's dependence on
agriculture makes it essential to address food security challenges to sustain growth and ensure
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the well-being of its population. This article examines the food security situation in Ghana,
analyzing the underlying causes, existing policies, and potential solutions. Major contributing
factors include climate change, post-harvest losses, poor infrastructure, and high food prices.
The article highlights trends in food production and imports, demonstrating Ghana's increasing
reliance on foreign food supplies. To enhance food security, strategies such as climate-resilient
agriculture, infrastructure investments, market access improvements, economic stabilization
measures, and policy reforms are proposed. Regional and international cooperation is also
emphasized as a key solution. These interventions aim to strengthen food security, establish
a sustainable agricultural growth and self-reliant food system in Ghana.

Keywords: food security, Ghana, climate change, agriculture, infrastructure, market access,
food production.

Food security is defined by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) as
a situation when “all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access
to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for
an active and healthy life” [8]. According to the World Bank [2], food security is based on
four key pillars: food availability, food access, food utilization, and food stability. In each
of these areas, failure could result in food insecurity, potentially leading to malnutrition,
hunger, and socio-economic chaos [6]. Access to sufficient and nutritious food is an essential
human right and a prerequisite for individual and societal development [10].

Ghana is among the fastest growing economies in Sub-Saharan Africa but still faces
food security challenges despite progress in economic and agricultural productivity.
The problem of food security in Ghana affects socio-economic development [9] and public
health implications like many developing nations, Ghana, grapples with major obstacles
in feeding its own people (Fig.1).
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Fig. 1. Major Causes of Food Insecurity in Ghana
Source. Created by the author based on the source [9].

The pie chart (Fig. 1) effectively shows how food insecurity in Ghana is driven by
the key contributors. Climate change (35 %) is the single most potent of these factors,
which is resulting in changed rainfall patterns, increased droughts, and reduced crop yields
[1]. This is consistent with what was observed by MoFA [3], whose report indicates that,
irregular rainfall, and prolonged dry seasons have affected maize, rice, and yam
production in northern Ghana. Post-harvest losses (25 %) are another significant concern in
this regard due to inadequate storage facilities and improper supply chains resulting
in huge food wastage. Poor infrastructure (20 %) including bad roads and limited access
to markets adds to misdistribution of food, causing local food shortages and elevated prices
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for consumers. Closely inflation and market frictions result in high food prices (15 %)
which reduces affordability of food, particularly among low-income households [4].

These findings highlight the contributions of both environmental and infrastructural
barriers to Ghana’s food security crisis. Addressing these challenges will need climate
adaptation strategies, better storage systems, and investment in infrastructure to make sure
food remains stable across the country.

The line graph (Fig. 2) shows the concerning trend of declining domestic food
production and rising food imports.
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Fig. 2. Trends in Food Production vs. Imports (2019-2023)
Source. Created by the author based on the source [3].

Over the period 2019 to 2023 Ghana’s domestic production index has reduced from
80 to 81, inversely food imports have soared from 20 to 40. The trend indicates
that Ghana's last major economic dependence is on food imports because of non-
cultivation of key staple foods including rice and wheat among others [3]. Dependence
on imports renders Ghana vulnerable to global food price spikes, currency depreciation and
trade disruptions. This trend shows that there is an objective need to create conditions
for increasing food security in the country. This is possible on the basis of:

—increasing the productivity of domestic agriculture and reducing dependence on
imports;

—investing in the creation of irrigation systems and climate-resistant crops to
counteract the decline in yields;

— developing local food industries to minimize post-harvest losses, which makes food
more accessible.

Table presents possible strategic directions for improving food security in Ghana.

Strategies for Improving Food Security in Ghana

Strategic direction Efficiency for Food Security Purposes
1. Climate-Resilient Agricul- Advocacy for the adoption of climate-smart agriculture
tural Practices (CSA), including better irrigation, agroforestry and drought-

resistant crop varieties

2. Investment in Infrastructure Well-developed rural road networks would encourage
and Post-Harvest Management | the efficient transportation of food from farms to markets,
reducing food waste and price volatility
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Final part
Strategic direction Efficiency for Food Security Purposes
3. Enhancing Agricultural Pro- | Provide subsidies and low-interest loans to smallholder farm-
ductivity and Access to Markets | ers to increase productivity, and reduce reliance on imports
4. Policymakers: Economic Create the National Food Reserve Program to stockpile staple
Measures to Stabilize Food foods and release them in shortages to help stabilize prices
Prices
5. Policy Reforms and Institu- Implement a National Food Security Policy that brings gov-
tional Strengthening ernment, the private sector and international partners together
behind a coordinated response to food insecurity
6. Regional and International Form alliances with ECOWAS and other West African coun-
Cooperation tries to create and implement joint food security interventions

and trade policies (ECOWAS, 2021)

Source. Compiled by the author based on sources [1, 3, 4, 7, 9].

The implementation of the above strategic directions will contribute to increasing
the country's provision with quality food, its availability for adequate nutrition and
a healthy lifestyle of the population. In addition, this will increase the competitiveness
of the economy of the Republic of Ghana, the effectiveness of the state socio-economic
and foreign economic policy.
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