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archaeological sites and maintain cultural identity.
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Abstract: This study explores the legacy of ancient Yemeni kingdoms, such as Saba and Himyar, highlighting

their advancements in trade, engineering, and culture. Despite their historical significance, ongoing conflicts
and looting threaten the preservation of Yemen's rich heritage. Urgent action is needed to protect these
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The ancient Yemeni kingdoms, notably Saba, Himyar, and Qataban, represent
a significant chapter in the region's history, characterized by remarkable
achievements in trade, architecture, and culture. Located at the crossroads of vital
trade routes, these kingdoms flourished through the lucrative incense trade,
connecting the Arabian Peninsula with the Mediterranean world. Their innovative
irrigation systems, particularly the renowned Marib Dam, showcased advanced
engineering techniques that supported agricultural prosperity.

The cultural legacy of these kingdoms is reflected in their rich artifacts,
inscriptions, and architectural remains, which provide invaluable insights into the
social and economic dynamics of ancient Yemen. However, the preservation of this
heritage faces severe challenges due to ongoing conflict, looting, and lack of
resources. As Yemen grapples with these issues, understanding the importance of
its ancient civilizations is crucial for fostering a sense of national identity and
continuity.

This study aims to explore the echoes of antiquity in Yemen, examining how
the legacies of these ancient kingdoms continue to shape modern Yemeni society
and the urgent need for their protection in the face of contemporary threats. By
highlighting their historical significance, we can contribute to the broader discourse
on cultural heritage preservation in conflict-affected regions.
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The legacy of ancient Yemeni kingdoms, such as Saba, Himyar, and Qataban,
is characterized by significant advancements in engineering, trade, and culture,
2024;
archeologie.culture.gouv.fr, n.d.). These kingdoms thrived due to their strategic

which continue to resonate in modern Yemen (cso-yemen.org,
control of incense trade routes and sophisticated irrigation systems, exemplified by
the Marib Dam [1-3].

However, preserving this rich heritage faces substantial challenges due to
ongoing conflicts, looting, and a lack of resources (dailynewsegypt.com, 2025;
yementimes.com, 2018). The destruction and illicit trafficking of artifacts threaten
to erase Yemen's historical identity [2].

Addressing these challenges requires international cooperation, stringent legal
protections, and community engagement to safeguard archaeological sites and
recover stolen artifacts (jordantimes.com, 2018; culturalemergency.org, 2025).
Protecting Yemen's cultural heritage is crucial for maintaining its identity and

historical continuity (heritageforpeace.org, n.d.).

The legacy of ancient Yemeni kingdoms profoundly influences Yemen's
cultural identity and historical narrative. However, ongoing conflicts and looting
pose significant threats to this heritage. Effective preservation requires international
collaboration, legal protections, and community involvement to safeguard
archaeological sites. By prioritizing the protection of Yemen's rich history, we can
ensure that future generations appreciate and learn from these ancient civilizations.
Addressing these challenges is essential for maintaining Yemen’s cultural

continuity and identity.
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