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Abstract: This study explores the influence of collective memory and emotional narratives on political
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Introduction

This study investigates the impact of collective memory and emotional narratives
on political awareness in Yemen, particularly in the context of the country's
reunification. By examining how historical experiences shape contemporary political

sentiments,

the research highlights the role of memory in fostering national identity

and political engagement. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for addressing
Yemen's ongoing political challenges.

Results and discussion

awareness in Yemen's reunification context. It highlights how historical experiences shape national identity
and drive political engagement among Yemenis. The findings underscore the importance of memory in
contemporary political discourse, revealing its potential to mobilize communities and influence political
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The exploration of collective memory and emotional narratives in Yemen's
reunification context reveals significant insights into how these factors influence
political awareness and identity among the Yemeni population. The findings can be
summarized as follows:

1. Collective Memory and National Identity:

» Collective memory plays a crucial role in shaping national identity,
particularly in regions with a complex historical backdrop like
Yemen. The memories of past conflicts, colonialism, and the socialist
era in South Yemen are pivotal in framing current political sentiments
and aspirations for autonomy or reunification [1].

In Aden, the former capital of South Yemen, there is a resurgence of
nationalist sentiments that draw heavily on collective memories of a
distinct southern identity, which is often contrasted with the northern
narrative. This has led to calls for secession from the unified state, as
many southerners feel marginalized in the current political
landscape[1].

2. Emotional Narratives and Political Engagement:

3.

» Emotional narratives, particularly those surrounding loss, trauma, and
nostalgia, significantly impact political engagement. The stories
shared among communities about past grievances and aspirations for
the future foster a sense of solidarity and urgency in political activism
[2].

The emotional weight of these narratives can mobilize individuals and
groups, leading to increased participation in political processes, such
as protests and advocacy for greater autonomy or independence [2].

Impact of Historical Context on Current Politics:

» The historical context of Yemen's reunification in 1990 is critical in
understanding contemporary political dynamics. The initial optimism
surrounding unification has been overshadowed by subsequent
conflicts and perceived failures of the central government to address
regional disparities [1].

The ongoing civil war has further exacerbated divisions, with
collective memories of past injustices being invoked to justify current
political positions. This has created a fertile ground for the emergence
of new political movements that seek to redefine Yemen's national
identity based on regional affiliations [2].

4. Role of Media and Communication:

» The role of media in shaping collective memory and emotional
narratives cannot be understated. Social media platforms have become
vital in disseminating narratives that resonate with the public,
allowing for a broader engagement with political issues [3].

The ability of individuals to share their stories and connect with
others who have similar experiences enhances the collective memory
and strengthens the emotional narratives that drive political awareness
and action [3].

Conclusion
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influences political awareness in Yemen, particularly in the context of its 1 luliial ciliSualindl sdn agd ae) s gisale) Bl 8 Lo ¥ el (8 o)
reunification. Understanding these dynamics is essential for addressing the ongoing
political challenges and fostering a more inclusive national dialogue.
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