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Abstract: Yemen's humanitarian crisis underscores the dual role of aid organizations, which can empower
communities or contribute to exploitation. While effective aid can enhance dignity and stimulate local economies,
mismanagement and corruption often undermine these efforts. This study explores the complexities of aid delivery
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Introduction
Yemen's ongoing humanitarian crisis has spotlighted the complex role of aid
organizations, which can either empower vulnerable populations or exacerbate exploitation.
As millions rely on humanitarian assistance, understanding these dynamics is crucial for
developing effective relief strategies that prioritize the needs of the poor while minimizing
potential harm. This study examines the dual role of aid in Yemen's relief efforts, highlighting
both challenges and opportunities.

Results and discussion
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The humanitarian crisis in Yemen has revealed the dual role of aid organizations, which
can either empower vulnerable populations or contribute to their exploitation. This discussion
synthesizes findings from recent studies to highlight the complexities of aid delivery in
Yemen.

Yemen is currently facing one of the worst humanitarian crises globally, with over 24
million people in need of assistance due to ongoing conflict, economic collapse, and
widespread poverty [1]. The situation has led to a reliance on humanitarian aid, which is often
delivered through international and local non-governmental organizations (NGOs). However,
the effectiveness of this aid is frequently undermined by issues of corruption,
mismanagement, and the politicization of aid distribution [1].

Research indicates that aid can inadvertently support exploitative practices. Armed
groups in Yemen have been known to divert humanitarian assistance for their own benefit,
exacerbating the suffering of the very populations aid is intended to help. For instance, food
aid has been looted or sold on the black market, with armed factions controlling access to
resources and aid distribution [1]. This dynamic not only perpetuates the war economy but
also erodes trust in both local and international NGOs, as communities perceive them as
complicit in these exploitative practices [1].

Moreover, the distribution of aid often reflects existing power imbalances, where certain
groups receive preferential treatment based on political affiliations or ethnic identities. This
selective aid distribution can deepen societal divisions and foster resentment among
marginalized communities, further entrenching cycles of poverty and vulnerability [2].

Conversely, when implemented effectively, humanitarian aid has the potential to
empower communities. Cash-based assistance programs, for example, have been shown to
provide recipients with greater autonomy in meeting their needs compared to traditional food
aid. Cash transfers allow individuals to prioritize their expenditures based on personal
circumstances, thereby enhancing their dignity and agency [1]. Studies suggest that cash
assistance can stimulate local economies and improve livelihoods, particularly when linked to
community development initiatives [2].

Furthermore, empowering women through targeted aid programs can lead to significant
social change. Initiatives that focus on women's economic participation and leadership can
help address gender inequalities and foster resilience within communities [3]. By prioritizing
the needs and voices of women, aid organizations can contribute to more equitable recovery
processes.

To maximize the positive impact of humanitarian aid in Yemen, several strategies are
recommended:

1. Enhance Transparency and Accountability: Aid organizations must implement

robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks to ensure that assistance reaches those
in need and is not diverted by corrupt practices [1].

2. Promote Cash-Based Assistance: Expanding cash transfer programs can empower
beneficiaries and stimulate local economies, reducing dependency on food aid [1].

3. Focus on Gender Equality: Integrating gender-sensitive approaches into aid
programs can enhance the empowerment of women and contribute to broader social
change [3].

4. Strengthen Local Partnerships: Collaborating with local NGOs and community
leaders can improve trust and ensure that aid is culturally appropriate and effectively
targeted [2].

5. Advocate for Policy Change: Engaging with policymakers to address the root
causes of the humanitarian crisis, including economic instability and governance
issues, is essential for sustainable recovery [2].

Conclusion
The dual role of aid in Yemen highlights the complexities of humanitarian assistance in
conflict settings. While aid can empower communities and foster resilience, it can also
perpetuate exploitation and deepen existing inequalities. By adopting more effective and
equitable aid strategies, organizations can better serve the needs of vulnerable populations and
contribute to a more sustainable recovery for Yemen.

L8 9 Lullm

O ) i) A W) il adaidd 9o 3all g2 W (e a8 Al Y A a3V i SS
A taa Ll o il HA G e s (e A Ll 8 g gl A i) cllwll o &
Ol (3 lac bl 28 ol e ¢ guall Lol

24 a0 Fling S (Ll Tl Y1 a3 Tl e aly Ul e N aal
J17 88l L) g gal B LWl g patwsall o)y sall cuwmdrel ol ) et s la
Pla gear Bl alille 3 dgl iyl cilaelwdl e sl eV ) a1 s ol 0
Lo lalle clacl ) od a4 lled L8 el 13 a s Aladll g4 gall Ay sSall 5o ol alaidl)
1] oo laall w55 a3 13Y) ¢ gan s Sl Ll Casnas a3

AR ) Gl jlas caal e e aea S o Sy calae bl of Gl A
lgial addpl iyl el wdl J3— a8 G I 8dal il eleall i Cag yaall s
G gd o Jdidl da e el dl ool aasd 3 1 ISl Bl Sl il 8L _ae Aalal)
Jsmasll e dal wdl Bladl jhy i el gl Gl 8 xy o A1) Gl L)
ol sl Al e A Spalipall a3 b 50 iy Y [1] e bl ey j5i 5 ) sl ()
Lgal) 1o 3) el gall g A laal) & e gSall 5 il alaiall 83 S L L (a3 8 J e
@l 13 e 33 o [1] Al il jlaall o2 84kl gia Lgil o A ladll cil_adinall
e —AH s AW g ol e (8 OV A Glel il a B S Lo LAl
13 Gand o Sy A pall lysell o A ulaad) clelaiy) e sl dls casi A Lilae culdl)
Aingall il ainall (i iV ) a5 A peaiaall eV il wall ALY oy 5
lae el a i o ledy Lgiudaia e (il 8 [2] Chaall s &l <l g0 i Lae
Al sacl ) el o i Ul Ja o e Gl aaiadll o S e 0 a8l Al sy
e Al A0 3al) ilae L wsally A Hlie agilaliial A uli 8 5 STADNE wl padt wall i S
D0 an i adill agd s > da o Bl agil i gl o aat ol 5 S A sl sl
O oS Al sac L waall of W bl pall 5 1] @l )8 S Al e agij By agial <
A smaiaal) Al @l el s Lghay y 2o e w Y oGl o (- Tead g A laal) chlsla®@y) 383
o) Agd sl Bae Ll el oy IO e Bl (S (25 O S I3 e s S [2]
Ol Lgial 5 81 —all dpal V) AS Ll e 5 S ) ol ol all Sy S el dial
Jalogeall e s,n 8l 5ty cpwiall e bl wallad ca s i alae dag il
labaiad () el sl 5 3yl il alia¥ Al V) el dae) DA g [3] Sl—xainall
Bl S ilas cillee 8 aalud i 232 Y)

rlia) i Bac gLl a5 (aall 8 Al Claslisall s 51 alas]

iy aay > hal 5 ulaid HeY) il aliie o oay rdlelaall g LAY Sy ai ]
J17] b Gl jlan s Leby a5 ae g cpaliaall ) saeluall J a5 (laal Allad

sl G Kl o Al 3y g il gl i (S Al lae Ll 332
17 A3l claebusall e Slaie ) JI8) Lae cdlaal) calsla@y) jaad

O Gl A o)yl it Wmen 1oy S rgp—walal) ey Bl gl—all o 33N 3
[3] sl selainl sund & aald s 3 pall S5m0 o) Y el s (B Gpeial)

a8y A laall A e Sall H e il abiidl) aa ¢y saill (S Alaall) S i) Sy jal 4
2] ey Ledlagind 5 GHE Cilaclusall dae e oy 5 48 () ) aainal)

Y 4 o) gl m a e sl ) b)Y B e 5
JENOA P S N PP WO [ G IPRPJE S L U | PURE U MR B DG\ P W |
[2] il Al Gt (5 ) 5 pun

L.\l.\ .\“!A‘ <l

FOEN]

Al ) Clael ) il el e e sl b il wall z g0 5l

gaall e L a8 55 xis A daall il aaiaall colae ) (o K Laid o)l eV s 8

FCRUPNE [ S R 7 WGP SN[ WVON [P S S - V5 P P {[PRENIE S A £

B 5 SV AEC ) el sl cnlalgial Al el alaiall o S Bl _aif g4l 5 Sisael s
Ol Al ST s 8 dealaal) 5 Juadl (S5

Literature Jsuaall g aa) sl \

1. Elayah, M., Gaber, Q. & Fenttiman, M. From food to cash assistance: rethinking humanitarian aid in Yemen. Int J Humanitarian Action 7, 11 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-022-

00119-w

2. AL-Baadani, M. A. M. The impact of modern technology on training students in Yemeni schools / M. A. M. AL-Baadani ; scientific supervisor M. F. S. H. AL-Kamali // I MexnyHapoaHblit

MOJIOAEKHBIA HAY4YHO-KYJIbTYpHBIH (OPYM CTYJEHTOB, MarucTpaHTOB, aclUPAaHTOB M MOJOJBIX YYEHBIX [DJIEKTPOHHBIH pecypc]

: cOopHuk MatepuainoB, I'omens, 5-7 mapra 2024 r. / M-Bo

obpazosanus Pecn. benapycs ; ['omenbckuii rocynapcTBeHHbIi TexHudecknii yausepeuter uMmenu [1. O. Cyxoro ; Tauszckuit yauBepcurer ; HayuHast opraHusanust HCciieloBaHUH W MHHOBAIMH ; MO

o6mr. pen. A. A. boiiko. — 'omens : ITTY um. I1. O. Cyxoro, 2024. — C. 78.

3. Atnishah, R. A. Challenges of economic development in Libya: analysis of the impact of political and social factors on small and medium business structures (comparative study with Belarus)
/ R. A. Atnishah, N. V. Sycheva, M. F. S. H. AL-Kamali // Al-Andalus journal for Humanities & Social Sciences. — 2025. — Vol. 12, Ne 111. — P. 203-245.

___________________________________________________________

i Il Meocoynapoonuiii monooéxcnuiii nayuno-Kyremypuuiii gpopym/ 11 International Youth Scientific-Cultural Forum/c Lzl it e I SLadls _ ade)l szt



https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/a-decade-on-assessing-shared-responsibility-for-yemens-tragedy/
https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/a-decade-on-assessing-shared-responsibility-for-yemens-tragedy/
https://www.wvi.org/opinion/view/deliver-women-dignified-access-aid
https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41018-022-00119-w
https://www.wvi.org/opinion/view/deliver-women-dignified-access-aid
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/a-decade-on-assessing-shared-responsibility-for-yemens-tragedy/
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/a-decade-on-assessing-shared-responsibility-for-yemens-tragedy/

