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Abstract: This study examines the challenges first-level English language students at Taiz

University face in understanding linguistic terms. Key factors include limited prior knowledge,
language barriers, and ineffective teaching methodologies. Recommendations for improving
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Introduction

Understanding linguistic terms is crucial for first-year English language
students, as it forms the foundation for their language proficiency. At Taiz
University, many students encounter significant difficulties in grasping these
concepts, which can hinder their overall academic performance. Factors such as
limited prior knowledge, teaching methodologies, and language barriers
contribute to these challenges. This study aims to identify the specific
difficulties faced by students and explore potential strategies for improving their
comprehension of linguistic terminology.

Results and discussion

English Language Education, Student Challenges, Teaching
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The difficulties faced by first-level English language students at Taiz University in
understanding linguistic terms can be attributed to several interrelated factors. These
challenges significantly impact their academic performance and overall language
acquisition.

Limited Prior Knowledge: Many students enter university with insufficient
foundational knowledge of linguistic concepts. This gap often results from inadequate
exposure to these terms during their previous education, leading to confusion and
misunderstanding when they encounter them in academic settings.

Language Barriers: For students whose first language is Arabic, the transition to
learning complex linguistic terminology in English can be particularly challenging. The
differences in linguistic structures between Arabic and English can create additional
hurdles in comprehension, as students may struggle to translate and apply concepts
accurately [1].

Teaching Methodologies: The pedagogical approaches employed by instructors can
also influence students' understanding of linguistic terms. Traditional teaching methods
that rely heavily on rote memorization may not effectively engage students or facilitate
deeper comprehension of the material. Interactive and communicative teaching strategies
are often more beneficial in helping students grasp complex concepts [2].

Cognitive Load: The cognitive demands of learning new terminology can
overwhelm students, especially when they are required to simultaneously process new
information and apply it in practical contexts. This cognitive overload can lead to
frustration and disengagement from the learning process.

Lack of Resources: Access to supplementary learning materials, such as glossaries,
online resources, and interactive tools, is crucial for enhancing students' understanding of
linguistic terms. However, many students at Taiz University may not have adequate
access to these resources, further exacerbating their difficulties.

Addressing the challenges faced by first-level English language students at

Taiz  University requires a multifaceted approach. Enhancing teaching
methodologies, providing additional resources, and fostering a supportive
learning environment can significantly improve students' comprehension of

linguistic terminology. Future research should focus on developing targeted
interventions that cater to the specific needs of these students.
Conclusion

The challenges faced by first-level English language students at Taiz
University in understanding linguistic terms are multifaceted, stemming from
limited prior knowledge, language barriers, ineffective teaching methodologies,
cognitive overload, and insufficient resources. To enhance comprehension and
academic performance, it is essential to adopt more interactive and student-
centered teaching strategies, provide access to supplementary materials, and
create a supportive learning environment. By addressing these issues, educators
can better equip students to navigate the complexities of linguistic terminology,
ultimately fostering their language proficiency and confidence in their studies.
Future efforts should focus on targeted interventions and continuous assessment
of student needs to ensure effective learning outcomes.
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