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Abstract: Yemen, a land rich in history and cultural heritage, stands as a testament to the
ancient civilizations that have thrived on its soil for centuries. This paper explores the
delicate balance between preserving the antiquity of Yemeni heritage and maintaining its
authenticity in the face of modern influences. Furthermore, the study examines the
integration of traditional practices into modern designs as a means of preserving Yemeni
heritage while embracing innovation. It explores how artisans in Yemen adapt their skills
to create contemporary works of art while staying true to the essence of traditional
craftsmanship. Ultimately, this paper aims to shed light on the importance of Yemeni
heritage as a treasure trove of history, art, and cultural identity. It underscores the
collective responsibility to protect and preserve this heritage, ensuring that it continues
to inspire the world for generations to come.
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A Glimpse into the History of Yemen
Yemen is considered one of the oldest human settlements on Earth. The American Human Expedition in the 1990s
indicated the presence of traces of the first human settlements on the southern coast of Yemen dating back more
than a million years. It is also considered one of the oldest centers of civilization in the ancient world. It is not
known exactly when Yemen's ancient history began, due to the lack of archaeological exploration activity in
Yemen. However, there are references to it in some inscriptions of other civilizations such as Mesopotamia. For
example, Sheba is mentioned in a Sumerian text dating back to around 2500 BC, in the middle of the third
millennium BC. The inscriptions found in Yemen have revealed the history of ancient Yemen dating back to the
late second millennium BC. They are credited with developing one of the oldest alphabets in the world known as
the Musnad script. Yemen contains more texts, writings, and archaeological evidence than any other region of the
Arabian Peninsula. To overcome the harshness of nature, Yemenis excelled in building dams. The Sabaeans
constructed dams, with the most famous being the Marib Dam in the tenth century BC. This dam was a significant
factor in the prosperity of Yemen. The dam was an engineering miracle in the history of the Arabian Peninsula,
irrigating about 98,000 square kilometers and diverting 1,700 cubic meters of water per second. This man-made
oasis was known as the "Land of Paradise," and the Romans referred to it as Happy Arabia. Yemen is also
considered a sacred country in ancient history because it is the home of incense and frankincense, which were
used in the temples of ancient civilizations such as Greece, Babylon, and Pharaoh. The Yemenis excelled in trade,
were masters of the sea, and conducted maritime trade both east and west. The first maritime trade law appeared
in the ancient world in the Kingdom of Osan. Several states were established in the Middle Ages, including the
Ziyadian state, the Yaafari state, the Zaydi Imamate, the Tahirid state, and the most powerful of these, the Rasulid
state. North Yemen gained independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1918 and established the Mutawakkilite
Kingdom of Yemen until its overthrow in 1962 and the establishment of the Yemen Arab Republic. Meanwhile,
South Yemen remained a British protectorate until 1967 when the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen was
established. Yemeni unity was achieved on May 22, 199‘%,_

J_ B \v
In 2023, the Temple of Bran (popularly: Throne
of Bilgis) was added to the UNESCO World
Heritage List along with other monuments of the
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Yemeni Cultural Heritage
Yemen has a rich culture with a variety of folk arts, including dances, songs, costumes, and women's jewelry. The
Janabiyah, also known as the Yemeni dagger, is an integral part of the Yemeni male identity. Its origins trace
back to ancient times and play a significant role in defining Yemeni identity and nationalism. The intangible
heritage of Yemen includes a variety of traditional dances such as Al-Baraa, Al-Ada, Al-Saani, Al-Rakla, Al-
Razha, Al-Sharah, Al-Zubairiya, Al-Zarbadi, Al-Habish, and Al-Hamri. There is also diversity in the oral heritage
represented in the singing aspect of various schools, as well as in the arts of speech, such as Malala, Zamaleel,
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Al-Ahazeej, Al-Mahayed, Dan, Bala, Mahajal, Agarid, hymns, folk songs, and children's game songs.
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YEMEN'S HISTORY AND CULTURE
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Slab with an inscription about the political activities
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The oldest of the Makrib texts is Karbil Watar, according
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Yemeni archaeological landmarks
Yemen boasts a rich material heritage and archaeological sites scattered throughout its land, dating back to various
ancient civilizations such as the Sabaeans, Himyarites, Qatabanians, and Euskadi. These include landmarks like
the Al-Magah temple in Marib, the ruins of Al-Jawf, the ancient city of Sana'a, and others from the Islamic era
and the Middle Ages, such as the city of Zabid and Shibam Hadramawt, known for being the oldest skyscrapers
in the world. Additionally, remnants of the Rasulid and Tahirid states can be found in Taiz and Dhamar, along
with the historic cisterns of Aden.In addition, boasts a natural and diversity, creating natural tourist attractions
span extend from sea sea. The country features a 2,500-kilometer a coastal kilometres, and environmental with as
hundreds of scattered spread along Yemeni territorial waters in the Red and Seas. Notably, Socotra Island, known

40 Aad) allaal)

Cosanl s Ctandl Jie Adliae Gapd il jlian ) 3 5a8 dlgmaal i eladl 85 e Gy 5T a8l gas i sale S5y il pia
e oAl Al elaiia Aae s «asall POl casle 8 AR ape e allee allaal) 038 el ¢onalSas s 5 Gl
S ALRYL ) 8 s ladals w38 Ll A paal) o ga pumn pladis 23 Apde Jia ¢ dansl) ) gemnll 5 (aSY) eanll
gt eelly ) ALY A U e Gl A cala G leds (8 A salall 5 A s 1 Gl sall Wy e ) sied) Sy cells
2500 41k iy Aalo ol S 5a paall ) el e S8 Bl Balis G3s Ghlie Gl Les (anla £ 550 (el
OF SA sl s sea s sea¥l sl G Aiad) el sball Jsh e 3 ilall Ghlial) (e e ge Aty ¢ iaslS

Agmlall Coilaall 038 G (g 23 "RV il i1 (5 ol Mtilaall 8 5 5a" sy 85 ymall (5 s 8 05

such as "island island wonders" or Socotra, "land land of gods," is among these natural marvels. gods.

The Dar al-Hajar was
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Al-Qahira Castle is a historical castle
in the ancient city of Taiz, Yemen\
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Khor Al Mukalla is a 200-meter-long
and 20-meter-wide sea bridge for cars,
connecting Old Mukalla to the Sharj
and Fuwah areas swa s Sl 53\
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Bab AL-Yemen in Old Sana'a
In 1986 it was given World
Heritage status\ & ¢l <L
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